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is Europe’s virtual primary source archive. More than
100.000 primary sources are available online. Nearly 60 institutes from 10
European states enrich the collective, steadily growing inventory of medi-
eval and early modern period charters.

Old documents meet state of the art technology: information from the past
are made accessible to the public with international norms in a new, innova-
tive way.

Summaries (Regesten), scientific reports and secondary literature com-
plete the professional preparation of the documents.

Cross linking with other kinds of sources
(i.e. manuscripts on )
offers new aspects and a new research approach.

An established network with several European archives, libraries and scien-
tific institutions supply a continuous improvement and an extension of the
inventory.

Time and space are irrelevant: the documents are accessible free of charge
around the clock in a rapid, unbureaucratic way — from anywhere in the world.

In many cases cost- and time-intensive travels to archives at different places
are no longer necessary.

The available material, that is constantly supplemented, overcomes national
and regional boarders.

Single historical documents are detached from their regional limited context
so that they can be researched in a larger framework.

Closed doors are opened: primary sources which were
not accessible to the public are now available to every-
one, irrespective of the level of education and the social
background.

Teaching, research and culture benefit from the digital
accessibility of historical documents.

Instruction becomes more authentic and vivid - e.g. stu-
dents can experience languages such as Latin or comple-
ment their knowledge of regional geography.

The networking of primary sources opens up new unfore-
seen ways and perspectives of exploring the European
history - local, regional and transnational.

The preoccupation with the conjoint European history as-
sists in overcoming any boundaries and contributes to an
increased awareness of the necessity for an intercultural
dialogue.



